SCHOOL   CURRICULA   (PRACTICE)            129
provide another inherently interesting means of expression,
and should begin what will afterwards develop into all that the
child is naturally capable of, by way of beauty of conception,
and skill in execution. The practical care of plants and animals
(not the dull analytical nature-study lesson) will start the child
on the road which leads to a loving appreciation, and in some
cases to a life-long study, of the wonderful world in which he
lives. And so on, to the last item of the work of an infant
school. Here is a task for some of the finest minds in the
teaching profession.
The junior The junior school course, lasting until the child
school has passed his eleventh year, tends to be thought of
in terms of those skills and dexterities which are the
necessary tools of learning at the later stages. And this ten-
dency is so far just, that the child must now master the three r's
sufficiently for these tricks of mind to be used easily for their
real purposes in life. The capable teacher, limiting his aims to
what have been called the "minimum essentials," will find
means of getting all but the dullest children to achieve this
result without being bored by too much mechanical repetition.
But a considerable amount of repetition there must be, though
not necessarily without the spice of variety. Some of the com-
plaints that are made about inaccurate spelling and calculation
in this generation are manifestly unfair, but, so far as they are
fair, they are due to lack of thoroughness and precision, and to
a shrinking from the required memory work, at the junior stage.
A child of eleven should be able to read whatever is of interest
to him, to write legibly, to spell the words he wants to use, with
the occasional help of a small dictionary, to tell a story, or give
a description, in language that is at least grammatical, to write,
not artificial themes, but things that he really wants to write,
to perform mentally, with quickness and precision, those
simple operations of arithmetic which everybody needs to
perform, and, especially in the later stages of the junior-school